
Charlotte Regional Alliance For Transportation 
Meeting Summary 

 
Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

 
The last “CRAFT” meeting was conducted on Tuesday, April 17, 2012 at the Gaston County 
Administration Building, Room 3A; 128 W. Main Street; Gastonia, NC  28052. 
 
Hank Graham called the meeting to order at 10:10am.  Every was asked to introduce themselves 
and state the agency that they represent.   
 
The January 17, 2012 Craft meeting minutes were approved as submitted unanimously. 
 
Garden Parkway and Monroe Connector Updates 

 
Ms. Reid Simons, Director of Government & Public Affairs for the North Carolina Turnpike 
Authority (NCTA) provided a detailed update on both the Garden Parkway and Monroe Bypass.  
She explained that both projects would probably be moving into legal challenges from 
environmental organizations in the year ahead.  Detailed project schedules were presented for 
both projects.  Emphasis was placed on the significant time savings that Gaston County residents 
will gain on daily commutes to and from Mecklenburg County. 
 
Ms. Simons stated that the Garden Parkway has been split into two segments in order to 
construct two separate design build projects.  The presentation was concluded by highlighting the 
technology that is and will be used in the future of NCTA. 
 

Greater Charlotte Bi-State Regional Freight Mobility Plan 

 

Mr. Bjorn Hansen, AICP, Centralina Council of Governments provided a presentation on the 
Greater Charlotte Bi-State Regional Freight Mobility Plan.  Mr. Hansen provided the history of 
Freight Planning in Region and the purpose and benefits of the plan.  Focus was placed on the 
Freight Mobility Plan’s five (5) goals. 
 

1. Improved regular and cross-communication is key to advancing mutual supporting 
initiatives. 

 
2. Accommodating freight movement and improving network operations should therefore 

be fully incorporated in the transportation planning and congestion management 
processes. 

 
3. Local communities should work to aid reuse of existing commercial and industrial land 

for similar uses. 
 



4. Areas of emphasis for economic development agencies will focus on meeting the needs 
of businesses throughout the supply chain in the transportation system. 

 
5. Organizations, firms, and communities should therefore work together to identify 

strategies to increase freight system efficiencies and improve air quality. 
 
Urbanized Area Issues 

 
Ms. Loretta Barren, FHWA and Mr. Jamal Alavi, P.E. NCDOT provided a brief explanation of 
the recent release of Urbanized Area Boundaries from the US Census Bureau.  A Metrolina 
regional map (attached) of urbanized areas was provided for discussion.  A lively question and 
answer session took place with everyone’s participation on the potential changes to existing 
MPO and RPO boundaries.  (Please see attached regional map and questions posed with 
responses) 
 
Next CRAFT Executive Committee Meeting 

 
Hank Graham stated the the next annual meeting of the CRAFT Executive Committee should be 
in August 2012.  Mr. Graham also stated that it was the Gaston Urban Area MPO’s turn to host 
this meeting. 
 
Next CRAFT Meeting 

 
The next CRAFT meeting will be hosted by the Rocky River RPO and take place on July 17, 
2012. 
 

Adjournment 

 
The meeting adjourned at 1:45pm 
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UZA Issues & Questions, UZA Expansion, April 17, 2012 
Responses provided by Loretta Barren, FHWA and Jamal Alavi, P.E., NCDOT 
 

                 Issue                                    Questions                         Context 
 
 
 
 
 

Process 

 What agency or agencies determine TMA designation? 
USDOT.  FHWA will post a Federal Register Notice 
designating the new TMAs. 

 What is the time line for final determination of MPO 
boundaries? 
12 months - March 27, 2013 is FHWA final deadline.   

 What is the time line for determining matters such as 
voting structure? 
When developing MOU and before March 27, 2013. 

 What agencies are involved in determining MPO 
boundaries? 
MPO, NCDOT, FHWA 

 

 
 
 
UZA encroachments into 
neighboring MPOs 

 Will an MPO be permitted to relinquish its planning 
responsibilities to a neighboring MPO when a portion of 
its UZA is located in the neighboring MPO’s planning 
area? 
The neighboring MPO must be willing to accept area, since 
Federal funds cannot be recalculated based on these 
agreements. Then, a resolution shall be signed between the 
MPOs to address such responsibilities 

 

 Charlotte UZA extends in to the 
jurisdiction of RFATS, C-RMPO & 
GUAMPO. 

 

 
 
UZA expansion into 
counties not previously 
part of the MPO 

 What if a municipality or county, not previously in the 
MPO, does not want to be part of an MPO’s planning 
area? 
If the new area is in the newly designated UZA, they must be 
a part of the MPO and if they don’t want to participate in the 
MPO process, the MPO will do the planning for them. 

 Is there any flexibility if a very small portion of a county, 
not previously in an MPO’s planning area, is now a part 
of the UZA-can it be exempted? 
No, they will have to be included in the MPO. 

 Charlotte UZA now includes a small 
portion of Catawba County. (0.60 square 
miles) 

 Gastonia UZA extends into York County. 
 Concord UZA extends into Davidson 

County. 
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                 Issue                                    Questions                         Context 
 
 
 
Metropolitan Planning 
Area (MPA) boundary 

 Can NCDOT and/or an MPO mandate that a 
community/county be included in an MPA if that 
community/county is not in a UZA?    

       NO 
 Is there any guidance available on applying the “20 year 

forecast period” requirement for establishing an MPO 
boundary beyond the UZA boundary? 

       The general guideline are that any area anticipated to    
       become Urban in 20 years should be included.  However,  if   
       this involves an incorporated area, they must be willing to   
       participate in the MPO process and cannot be forced. 
 

 The UZA expansions have a significant 
impact on RPO boundaries in NC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Funding 

 Are adjacent counties/MPOs eligible to use Section 5307 
funds allocated to the Charlotte UZA? 
No, FTA should be consulted 

 Are PL funds distributed based upon the population of 
the UZA only?   

       The current formula distributes $130,000 equal shares    
       to each of the 17 MPOs (now we have 18 MPOs) and the      
       remaining funds divided based on the MPO UZA population     
       as determined by the most current census. NCDOT will be  
       using the same  formula for FY 2013.  For FY 2014 (January   
       2013)NCDOT will allocate funds using the same formula and the  
       2010 urbanized area populations. 

 Is an MPO’s PL funding based upon the entire UZA 
population, even if a portion of the UZA is in another 
state? 
FHWA will request a review and letter supporting the 
current State distribution of PL funds or changed formula. 

 

 

 
 

 
Adjacent Urban Clusters 

 Will an MPO be required to include in its planning area 
an urban cluster (UC) on the edge of its UZA?  
Not required, however based on coordination with the 
Urban Cluster (UC), if it is determined that the inclusion of 

 The Charlotte UZA is very close to Lake 
Norman of Catawba urban cluster. 

 The Gastonia UZA is very close to the 
Lincolnton urban cluster. 
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                 Issue                                    Questions                         Context 
UC will help the planning process, and the UC is willing to 
participate, then it can be included. 

 What is the process for determining if an adjacent urban 
cluster (UC) becomes part of an MPO? 
Coordination, UC willingness, agreement between MPO and 
UC, MOU Revision 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General 

 Will each MPO remain with its current lead agency? 
Depending on the new MPO structure and the new MOU.  

 Can/will NCDOT Division boundaries be adjusted to 
reflect MPO boundaries? 
NO, not at this time. 

 Cherryville is still too far away to be included in the 
Gaston MPO by UZA rule, however all of Gaston County is 
within the ozone non-attainment boundary for air 
quality conformity, so should Cherryville be included in 
the Gaston Urban Area UZA to be part of its Air Quality 
and Congestion Management Plans? 
Not necessarily, however, Gaston MPO, Cherryville,           
High Shoals and the Gaston County can discuss and come to 
agreement to include the entire county in the MPO.  

 When were MPO boundaries first linked to UZAs? (i.e. 
when was this first put into the planning regulations?) 
Federal Highway Act of 1962.  

 Is there any State or Federal guidelines regarding 
Voting? 
FHWA and NCDOT strongly recommend and support active 
participation including voting for all member jurisdictions.  
MOU should reflect non-voting members only if those areas 
relinquish their voting rights.  

 

 

 








